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country was capable of uniting disjointed, individual peasant farming and
transferring it to the rails of large-scale socialist agriculture. "In my
opinion/' he said concerning the plan for electrification, "it is the second
programme of our Party."*

This was a vast plan for the reorganization of the whole of the economy
of the country on socialist principles. It set before the proletariat a task of
gigantic proportions unprecedented for audacity, scope and consistency in
design, but at the same time thoroughly scientific and practical. Its aim
was in the course often to twenty'years to change the face of this vast country,
radically to change the national economy and to build socialist society. In
the conditions then prevailing, Lenin's plan seemed to many to be a fantastic
dream. But Lenin could boldly look into the future, firmly confident of
the strength of the masses and of their ability to perform miracles. Facts
confirmed his brilliant foresight. Under Stalin's direction Lenin's plan of
electrification was fulfilled and even over-fulfilled.

Lenin foresaw that success in socialist construction in Russia would
serve as a model and example for the victorious proletariat in other countries.
He said: "If Russia becomes covered with a dense network of electric power
stations and powerful technical installations, our communist economic
development will become a model for a future socialist Europe and Asia."**

Trotsky, Rykov and their supporters tried to frustrate the plan for the
electrification of the country, but Lenin and Stalin thwarted all their efforts
to do so. In a letter he wrote to Lenin in March 1921, Stalin subjected the
arguments of Trotsky and Rykov to withering criticism and at the same time
paid high tribute to the plan drawn up by the Goeko. "It is a skilfully
drafted outline of'a single and really state economic plan, without ironical
quotation marks" he wrote. <c It is the only Marxist attempt made in our times
to place under the Soviet superstructure of economically backward Russia a
really practical and3 under present conditions, the only possible, technical-
industrial basis."***

With the cessation of the civil war and the transition to peaceful economic
construction the Party was confronted with the task of laying down a new
line on all questions affecting the economic life of the country. The Central
Committee of the Party clearly realized that the system of what was known
as War Communism had now become obsolete. The need for the surplus
grain appropriation system had passed away and it was necessary to create
opportunities for the peasants freely to dispose of their stocks of grain left
over after paying their taxes. This would stimulate the revival of agri-
culture and trade, help to revive industry, improve the food supplies of the
towns and create a new economic basis for the alliance between die workers
and the peasants.

Lenin was of the opinion that the severe wounds inflicted upon the
economy of the country by the imperialist war, the civil war and foreign
intervention could be healed, and that its foundations could be reconstructed
on socialist lines, only if the working ckss and the trade unions widely co-
operated in this task. He strongly urged the necessity of making the workers
and peasants understand that it was impossible to Mve in the old way, that
the old economic conditions of existence had to be changed, and that pro-
duction had to be carried on in accordance with a great economic pl^
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